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Clinical Quiz 
by Jerry Swan and Steve Wightman* 
Case #1: 
You are about to close up a little early 
for a few rounds of golf when the phone 
rings. It is Mr. Thomas, an obese man 
with a Laborador of similar stature. Mr. 
Thomas relates that he went in the yard 
to get his dog only to find him laying on 
the ground as if injured. You tell him to 
bring the dog to your hospital right away. 
When your attendant lifts the dog onto the 
examination table, the dog yelps as if in 
extreme pain. Your physical examination 
reveals abdominal splinting and evidence 
of shock but no signs of external trauma. 
At this point you make a tentative diagno-
sis, start treatment, and call for some lab 
work to back you up. 
Your tentative diagnosis is ______ _ 
Additional diagnostiC tests 
Your immediate treatment is _____ _ 
Case #2: 
An eleven month old Scottie is brought 
into your clinic accompanied by the owner, 
his wife, her sister, the owner's three 
young children, and two neighbor children. 
The complaint is that the dog has been 
vomiting for two days and had diarrhea 
the preceding night. The color of the 
vomitus is described as "a pretty shade of 
green" by the owner's wife. The dog's ap-
petite has remained good. The only sign 
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noted on physical examination was a slight 
dehydration. There was no pain upon ab-
dominal palpation. Radiographs and blood 
work revealed no abnormalities. At that 
point you have an idea what the problem 
might be and you confirm your diagnosis 
by further examining the dog's history. 
Your diagnOSis is 
Your treatment is 
Case #3: 
A lady of obvious wealth presents you 
with her fancy show poodle. She is con-
vinced the dog is pregnant and is quite 
upset because she is sure that the neigh-
borhood tramp is the man of the hour. She 
gives you the following history: the dog 
was in heat six weeks ago and now is 
showing polyphagia, diarrhea, "nest mak-
ing," and self nursing. Upon physical ex-
amination you note abdominal distention, 
relaxation of the vulva, temperature of 
99.7° , enlarged mammary glands, and 
general hyperexcitability. After abdominal 
palpation you are far less concerned than 
the owner but she is hard to convince. You 
take a radiograph to confirm your diagno-
sis. The owner breathes a sigh of relief 
when you interpret your findings. 
Your diagnosis is __________ _ 
Your treatment is _________ _ 
Case #4: 
An eight year old male dog of question-
able parentage is presented to your clinic 
Iowa State University Veterinarian 
with a history of increased frequency of 
urination. The owner states that whenever 
the dog is walked, it stops at every tree, 
strains for several minutes, and passes a 
small amount of urine. Upon physical ex-
amination the following are noted: de-
hydration, abdominal tenseness and splint-
ing, and rectal temperature of 103.2°. You 
turn to the owner again and ask her if the 
supposed polyuria is the only problem. 
With some embarrassment she tells you 
that the dog had not defecated for six days. 
You do a recal examination on the dog and 
find that the diagnosis is right at your 
fingertips. 
Your diagnosis is 
Your treatment is 
Case #5: 
One of your best clients has come into 
your office and complains that the family 
pooch is not acting right. The dog was in-
coordinated and was holding his head to 
one side. You observe it for a minute or 
so, but notice nothing abnormal. The 
client tells you that the dog is very frisky 
and likes to play with the neighborhood 
kids. She says that on the previous day the 
dog was with kids playing baseball and she 
thinks the dog might have been hit. Upon 
performing a complete neurological and 
physical examination you have reached a 
diagnosis. You are relieved to find it isn't 
a eNS problem. 
Your diagnosis is 
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ARE YOU A GAMBLER? 
If not, this will be important to you. Things go wrong . . . . things no one 
can predict . . . . and suddenly a man finds himself uninsurable. It happens. 
Why take a pomtless gamble. Now you can be guaranteed the right to buy 
additional life insurance from age 25 up to age 40-without an additional 
medical examination. 
Simply stated, this means you can buy basic coverage now . . . . more when 
you can afford more . . . _ sidestepping the risk of becoming uninsurable. 
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